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Pronunciation Guide

To Colorado Place Names

(In most cases, pronunciations are those used locally.)

COLORADO kahl uh RAD oh

Counties

Adams Lincoln
Alamosa al uh MOH suh Logan
Arapahoe uh RAP uh hoh
Archuleta ahr choo LET uh Mesa 

Mineral
MAY suh

Baca BAK uh Moffat MOF fuht
Bent Montezuma mahn ti ZOO muh
Boulder Montrose

Morgan
mahnt ROZ

Chaffee CHAY fee
Cheyenne Shigh AN Otero oh TEHR roh
Clear Creek
Conejos kuh NAY us

Ouray oo RAY (yoo RAY)

Costilla kos TEE yuh Park
Crowley KRoff lee Phillips
Custer Pitkin

Prowers
Delta Pueblo PWEB loh
Denver 
Dolores duh LOH res Rio Blanco REE oh BLAHNG koh
Douglas Rio Grande REE oh GRAND

Routt ROWT
Eagle 
Elbert Saguache suh WAHCH
El Paso el PA so San Juan san WAHN

San Miguel san mih GIL
Fremont free MAHNT Sedgwick

Summit
Garfield
Gilpin
Grand

GIL pin Teller

Gunnison Washington 
Weld

Hinsdale HINS dale
Huerfano WAIR fuh noh Yuma YOO muh

Jackson 
Jefferson

Kiowa 
Kit Carson

KIGH oh wah

Lake 
La Plata luh PLAT uh
Larimer LAIR i m’r
Las Animas lahs AN i muhs
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Cities & Towns

Abarr AB ahr Battle Creek
Ackmen AK m’n Bayfield
Adams City Bear River
Adena uh DEE nuh Bedrock
Agate AG it Beecher Island BEE cher
Aguilar AG ih lar Bellvue
Akron AK run Bennett
Alamo AL uh moh Berthoud BER thud
Alamosa al uh MOH suh Bethune beth YOON
Alcreek AL creek Beulah BYOO lah
Allenspark Allens Park Blackhawk
Allison AL uh son Blaine
Alma Blanca BLANG kuh
Almont AL mahnt Bloom
Amherst AM erst Bonanza City boh NAN zuh
Amity AM i ti Boncarbo bahn KAR boh
Amy AY mi Boone
Andrix AN driks Boulder
Antlers ANT lers Bovina boh VEE nuh
Antonito an tuh NEE toh Bowie BOH ee
Apex AY peks Boyero boy YER oh
Arapahoe uh RAP uh hoh Brandon BRAN duhn
Arboles AHR boh lees Branson BRAN suhn
Arickaree uh RIK uh ree Breckenridge
Arlington Breen
Armel ahr MEL Briggsdale
Aroya uh ROY yuh Brighton
Arriba AIR uh buh Bristol BRIS t’l

(N. Mex.; uh REE buh) Brodhead BRAHD hed
Arriola ahr ee OH luh Brook Forest
Arvada ahr VAD uh Brookvale
Artesia ahr TEEZ yuh Broomfield
Aspen AS p’n Brush
Association Camp Buckingham BUHK ing h'm
Atchee AT chee Buena Vista BYOO nuh vihs tuh
Atwood AT wood Buffalo Creek
Ault AWL’t Buford BYOO f’rd
Aurora aw ROH ruh Burdett ber DET
Austin AWS tin Burlington
Avalo AV uh loh Burns
Avon AY v’n Byers BIGH ers
Avondale AV uhn dale
Axial AK si uhl Caddoa kuh DOH uh
Ayer AIR Cahone kuh HOHN

Caisson KAY s’n
Badito buh DEE toh Calhan KAL un
Bailey BAY lee Cameo KAM i oh
Baldwin BAHLD wun Campo KAM poh
Barela bahr EL uh Canon City KAN y’n
Barnesville Capulin kap yoo LEEN
Barr Lake Carbondale
Bartlett Carlton
Basalt buh SAHLT Carr
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Cascade Dailey
Castle Rock Dalerose
Cebolla SEE boy yuh DeBeque di BEK
Cedar Deckers
Cedaredge Deepcreek
Cedarwood Deertrail
Center Delagua del AH wuh
Central City Delcarbon
Chama CHAH muh Delhi DEL ee
Chandler Del Norte del NOHRT
Cheneycenter CHEE nee (or del NOHF tee
Cheraw chair AW Delta
Cherokee Park CHAIR uh kee DeNova di NOH vuh
Cherry Hills Village Denver
Cheyenne Wells shigh AN Deora dee OH ruh
Chivington CHIV ing t’n Derby
Chromo KROH moh Dicks
Cimarron sim uh ROHN Dillon DIL uhn
Clark Divide
Cliffdale Dolores duh LOH res
Clifton Dove Creek
Climax Doyleville
Coal Creek KOHL kreek Drake
Coaldale Dumont DOO mahnt
Coalmont Dunkley
Cokedale Dunton
Collbran KOHL bruhn Dupont DOO pahnt
Colona kuh LOH nuh Durango doo RANG oh
Colorado Springs Dyke DIGHK
Columbine KAHL uhm bighn
Como KOH moh Eads EEDS
Conejos kuhn AY us Eagle
Cope KOHP Eastlake
Copper Spur Eastonville
Cornish Eaton EE t’n
Cortez Eckert EK ert
Cory Eckley EK lee
Cotopaxi koh toh PAK see Edgewater
Cowdrey KOU dree Edler ED ler
Cragmor KRAG mohr Edwards
Craig KRAYG Eggers
Crawford KRAW f’rd Egnar EGG ner
Creede KREED Elba
Crested Butte KREST’d BYOOT Elbert EL bert
Crestone kres TOHN Eldora el DOH ruh
Cripple Creek Eldorado Springs
Critchell KRIT ch’l el doh RAD oh
Crook KRUHK Elizabeth
Cross Mountain Elk Springs
Crossons KROSuns El Moro el MOH roh
Crowley KROH lee Empire
Cuchara Camps koo CHAH ruh Englewood
Cumbres KUHM burs Erie

Escalante Forks
Dacono day KOH noh es kah LAHN tay



Eskdale Glendevey glen DAY vee
Espinoza es pi NOH suh Glen Haven
Estabrook Glenwood Springs
Estes Park ES tiz Golden
Eureka yoo REE kuh Goldfield
Evans Gold Hill
Evergreen Goodrich

Gordon
Fairplay Gorham GOH r’m
Falcon Gould GOOL’d
Falfa FAL fuh Graft
Farisita fair uh SEE tuh Granada gruh NAH duh
Farr Granby GRAN bee
Firestone Grand Junction
Firstview Grandlake
Flagler FLAG ler Grand Mesa MAY suh
Fleming Grand Valley
Florence Granite
Florissant FLOH ri s’nt Great Divide
Floyd Hill Greeley
Flues FLOOS Green Knoll noh’l
Fondis FAHN dis Greenland GREEN l’nd
Forder Green Mountain Falls
Fort Collins Greystone
Fort Garland Grover GROH v’r
Fort Logan Guffey
Fort Lupton Gulnare GUHL ner
Fort Lyon Gunnison GUHN i s’n
Fort Morgan
Fosston FOS t'n

Gypsum JIP s’m

Fountain Hahns Peak
Fowler Hale
Foxton Hamilton
Franktown Hardin
Fraser FRAY z’r Harrisburg
Frederick FRED rick Hartman
Frisco Hartsel HART s’l
Fruita FROO tuh Hastings

Hasty
Galatea guh luh TEE uh Haswell HAS w'l
Galeton Haxtun
Garcia gahr SEE uh Haybro HAY broh
Garden City Hayden HAY d’n
Gardner Heartstrong
Garfield Henderson
Garo GAY roh Hereford HER ferd
Gary Hesperus HES puh ruhs
Gateway Highmore
Genoa JEN oh uh Hillrose
Georgetown Hillside
Gilcrest GIL krest Hill Top
Gill GIL Hoehne HOH nee
Gilman Holly
Glade Park Holyoke HOLY ohk
Glendale Home



Home lake La Garita lah guh REE tuh
Hooper HOO p’r Laird
Hoopup HOO pup La Jara lah HAIR uh
Hotchkiss La Junta lah HUHN tuh
Hot Sulphur Springs Lake City
Howard Lake George
Howardsville Lamar lah MAWR
Howbert HOW bert Laplata lah PLAT uh
Hoyt Laporte lah PORT
Hudson Larkspur
Hughes La Salle
Hugo HYOO goh Las Animas lahs AN i muhs
Hyde Lascar LAS k’r
Hydrate HIGH d’rate La Veta luh VEE tuh
Hygiene HIGH jeen Lawson

Lay
Idaho Springs Lazear luh ZE ER
Idalia igh DAYL yuh Leader LEE d’r
Idledale Leadville LED v’l
Ignacio ig NASH i oh Lebanon LEB uh n’n

(or ig NAH si oh) Leonard
Iliff IGH lif Lewis LOO is
Independence Lily
Indian Hills Lime
Iola igh OH luh Limon LIGH m’n
Ione IGH ohn Lindland 

Lindon
Jamestown Littleton LITTLE t’n
Jaroso hah ROH suh Livermore
Jefferson Lodore luh DOHR
Joes JOHS Logcabin
Johnstown Loma LOH muh
Julesburg Longmont LAHNG mahnt
Juniper Springs Longs Peak

Longview
Karval KAHR v’l Loretto loh RET toh
Kauffman KAWF m’n Louisville LOO is v’l
Keenesburg Louviers LOO v’rs
Kendrick Loveland LUV land
Keota kee OH tuh Loyd
Kersey KER see Lucerne loo SERN
Keysor KIGH ser Ludlow
Kim Lycan LIGH k’n
Kings Canyon KAN y'n Lyons LIGH uns
Kiowa
Kirk

KIGH oh wuh
McClave

Kit Carson McCoy
Kittredge KIT ridge McElmo
Kline McGregor
Kokomo koh KOH moh McPhee
Kremmling Mack
Kutch KUHT sh Maher MAY er

Maitland MAYT land
La Boca lah BOH kuh Malta MAHL tuh
Lafayette lah fay ET Manassa muh NAS uh
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Mancos MANG kuhs Officer
Manitou MAN i too Ohio
Manzanola man zan OH lah Oklarado ohk luh RAD oh
Marble Olathe oh LAY thuh
Marshall Pass Oleson OHL s’n
Martin Olney Springs AWL nee
Marvine mahr VEEN Ophir OH fer
Masonville 
Massadona mas uh DAH nuh

Orchard City 
Ordway

Masters Ortiz ohr TEEZ
Matheson MATH i s’n Otis
Maybell Ouray oo RAY (yoo RAY)
Mead Ovid OH v’d
Meeker
Meredith
Merino muh REE noh

Oxford

Padroni puh DROH nee
Mesa MAY suh Pagoda puh GOH duh
Mesita muh SEE tuh Pagosa Springs
Messex
Mildred 
Milliken

Palisade 
Palmer Lake

puh GOH suh

Milner MILL n’r Pando PAN doh
Mindeman MIN de m’n Paoli pay OH lee
Mineral Hot Springs Paonia pay OH nee yah
Minturn MIN tern Paradox
Moffat MAH f’t Parkdale
Mogote muh GOH tee Parker
Molina moh LEE nuh Parlin
Monte Vista mahn tuh VIS tuh Parshall
Montezuma mahn ti ZOO muh Part
Montrose mahnt ROZ Paulus PAHL us
Monument Pawnee PAH nee
Morapos moh RAH pohs Peaceful Valley
Morley Peckham PEHK’m
Mosca MAHS kuh Peetz
Mount Harris
Mount Morrison

Penrose
Pershing

Mustang MUHS tang Peyton PAY t’n
Mystic

Nathrop NAY thrup

Phippsburg
Pictou
Pierce

PK too

Naturita nat yoo REE tuh Pikeview
Nederland NEH der I’nd Pine
New Castle - Pinecliffe
New Raymer *■ <' Pinnacle
Ninaview NIGH nuh vyoo Pinneo pi NEE oh
Niwot NIGH waht Pitkin
North Avondale Placerville PLAS er v’l
Northdale Placita plah SEE tuh
North Veta VEE tuh Plainview
Norwood Plateau City plah TOH
Nucla NOO kluh Platner PLAT n’r
Nunn NUN Platteville

Oak Creek
Plum Valley
Poncha Springs PAHN chah
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Saguache

Portland Saint Elmo
Powderhorn Salida suh LIGH duh
Price Creek Sams
Primero prim AIR oh San Acacio uh KASH ee oh
Pritchett PRIT ch’t Sanford
Proctor San Luis LOO is
Prowers PROW ers San Pablo PAB loh
Pryor Sapinero sap i NEHR oh
Pueblo PWEB loh Sargents
Purcell Sedalia si DAYL yah
Pyramid Sedgwick

Segundo si GUHN doh
Radium Seibert SIGH bert
Ragged Mountain Serene
Rago RAY goh Severance
Ramah RAY muh Sharpsdale
Rand Shaw
Rangely RANGE lee Shawnee SHAH nee
Rapson Sheephorn
Rattlesnake Buttes Byoots Sheridan Lake
Raven Sidney
Ravenwood Sigman
Read REED Siloam SK5H loh’m
Redcliff Silt
Red Lion Silver Cliff
Redmesa red MAY suh Silver Plume
Redstone Silverton
Redvale Simla SIM luh
Red Wing Simpson
Richards Sinbad
Rico REE koh Skull Creek
Ridge Skyway
Ridgway Slater SLAY ter
Rifle Sligo SLIGH goh
Riland RIGH land Sloss SLAHS
Rioblanco ree oh BLAHNG koh Snowmass
River Bend Snyder
Roach Somerset
Rockvale Sopris SOH pris
Rockwood South Fork
Rocky Ford South Platte PLAT
Rodley Spicer
Roggen Spivak SPEE vak
Rollinsville Springfield
Romeo Starkville
Rosita roh ZEE tuh Steamboat Springs
Routt Sterling
Ruedi roo ED ee Stone City
Rugby Stoneham STOH n’m
Rush Stoner
Russell Stonington
Russell Gulch Strasburg STRAHS berg
Rye Stratton

Strontia Springs
suh WAHCH STRAHN chee uh
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Sugar City 
Sugar Loaf 
Sunbeam 
Superior 
Swallows 
Swink

Tabernash TAB ’r nasn
Tacoma tuh KOH muh
Tacony tuh KOH nee
Tarryall
Telluride TEL yoo righd
Tennessee Pass
Tercio TER see oh
Texas Creek
Thatcher
Thornburg
Thornton
Thurman
Tiffany
Tiger
Tigiwon TIG i wahn
Timnath TIM nath
Timpas TIM p’s
Tioga tigh OH guh
Tobe TOHB
Tolland TOH I’nd
Toltec TAHL tek
Toponas tuh POHN us
Towaoc TOH way ahk

(or TOY yahk)
Towner
Trappers Lake
Trinchera trin CHAIR uh
Trinidad TRIN i dad
Troublesome
Trout Creek
Troutville
Troy
Trump
Tungsten TUNG sten
Turret
Twin Lakes
Two Buttes BYOOTS
Tyrone tuh ROHN

Uravan OOR uh van
Ute YOOT
Utleyville UT lee vil

Valdez val DEZ
Vallorso val OHR soh
Vanadium vuh NAY d’yum
Vernon
Veta Pass VEE tuh

Victor
Vilas
Villa Grove 
Villegreen 
Vim 
Virginia Dale
Vona
Vroman

VIGH lus
vil lah GROVE 
vil lah GREEN

VOH nuh

Wages
Wagon Wheel Gap
Waitley
Walden
Walsen
Walsenburg
Walsh
Ward
Watkins
Waunita Hot Springs

Weldona
wahn EE tuh 
wel DOH nuh

Wellington
Westcliffe
Westminster west MIN ster
Weston 
Westplains 
West Portal 
Wetmore 
Wheat Ridge 
Whitewater 
Wiggins 
Wild Horse 
Wilds 
Wiley 
Willard 
Windsor WIN zer
Wolcott wohl KAHT
Woodland Park
Woodmen
Woodrow
Woody Creek 
Wormington 
Wray RAY

Yampa YAM puh
Yellow Jacket 
Yoder YOH d’r
Youghal YOO g'l
Yuma YOO muh
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Mountain Peaks

Abram AY br’m Galena guh LEE nuh
Achonee uh CHOH nee Gemini JEM i nigh
Acoma AK oh muh Glacier GLAY sher
Antero an TEH roh Grays
Antora an TOH ruh Guero WEHR oh
Apache uh PATCH ee Grizzly
Arapaho uh RAP uh hoh Guyot GEE oh
Arikaree 
Audubon

uh RK uh ree 
AH doo bahn Harvard

Avalanche AV uh lanch Hermosa her MOH suh

Basaltic buh SAHL tik Hiamovi
(or air MOH suh) 
hee uh MOH vee

Basalt buh SAHLT Humboldt HUM bolt
Belford BEL f’rd Hyannis high AN is
Bierstadt 
Bross

BEER stahd
BRAHS Jacque ZHAHK

Blanca BLANG kuh Jura Knob JOO ruh nahb
Bonita
Cameron

boh NEE tuh 
KAM ehr uhn Kakata kah KAY tuh

Castle Kenosha ken OH shah
Caribou KAIR i boo Kiowa KIGH oh wah
Chalcedony Buttes Kit Carson

Chama
kal SED uh ni byoots 
CHAH muh La Garita lah gah REE tah

Chapin CHAY pin La Junta lah HUHN tuh
Chapita chuh PEE tuh La Plata lah PLAT uh
Chiquita chi KEE tuh La Veta lah VEE tuh
Cimarrona sim uh ROH nuh Lindsey LIN zee
Cimarron sim uh ROHN Little Pisgah PIZ guh
Cirrus SEER uhs Los Mogotes lahs muh GOH tees
Cochetopa Dome Longs

Comanche
kohch i TOH puh dohm 
koh MAN chee Mahana muh HAH nuh

Conejos kuhn AY uhs Marcellina mar sei IGH nuh
Corona koh ROH nuh Massive
Corral koh RAL Marvine mar VEEN
Crestone kres TOHN Mendota men DOH tah
Culebra koo LAY brah Mesa Lata MAY suh LAH tuh

Del Norte del NOHRT
Mesa Lavata 
Montana

lah VAH tuh 
mahn TAN uh

Diente dee EHN tee Mosquito mus KEE toh
Diorite 
Dolores

DEE oh right 
duh LOH res Nakai NAY kigh

Navajo NAV uh hoh
Elbert Nebo NEE boh
Eolus EE oh lis Neota nee OH tuh
Epaulet EP uh let Nisa NEE suh
Estes Cone ES tiz Nokhu Crags NOH koo
Evans

Fehel FAYL
Ogalalla 
Ohlwiler

oh gah LAH luh 
OHL wigh ler

Florida fluh REE duh Ophir OH fer
Franklin Roosevelt Oso OH soh
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Ouray OO ray (YOO ray)
Ouzel oo ZEL

Pagoda puh GOH duh
Pagosa puh GOH suh
Painte PAYNT
Parika puh REE kuh
Piedra Colorow Pintata

pee AY drah kahl uh
ROW pin TAH tah

Pintada pin TAH duh
Pisgah PIZ guh
Porphyry POHR fuh ree
Potosi poh TOH see
Ptarmigan TAHR mi g'n
Puma POO muh
Purgatory PER guh tohr ee

Quandary KWAHN dree

Rawah RAY wuh
Rhyolite RIGH oh light
Richthofen RIKT hoh f’n
Rito Alto TEE toh AL toh
Rosa ROH suh

Sabeta suh BAY tuh
San Joaquin wah KEEN
San Luis LOO is
San Miguel mih GIL
Santa Fe san tuh FAY
Santanta san TAN tuh

Shavano 
Shoshone 
Sierra Blanca

Sioux
Sneffels 
Sniktau
Sopris

Tabeguache 
Tahana
Tanima 
Telluride 
Teocalli 
Terra Tomah 
Tomichi 
Topaz 
Torreys 
Trachyte 
Trinchera

Uncompahgre

Vasquez
Vigil

Wasatch 
Watanga 
Wetterhorn

SHAHV uh noh 
shoh SHOH nee 
see EH ruh BLANG 
kuh
SOO
SNEF els 
SNEK tow
SOH pris

tay bih WASH 
tuh HAY nuh 
tan IH muh 
TEL yoo righd 
tee oh CUH lee 
TEHR uh TOH muh 
toh MEE chee
TOH paz 
TOHR ees
TRAY kight 
trin CHAIR uh

un kum PAHG ray

VAS kes 
vuh HEEL

WAH satch 
wuh TAHN guh

Ypsilon IP si 1’n

Zirkel ZIR kul

Lakes & Reservoirs

(or vigh SEE toh)

Adobe Creek
Aquafria
Antero

uh DOH bee 
ah wuh FREE uh 
an TEH roh

Molas
Margareta 
Minnequa

MOH lus
mahr guh REE tuh 
MIN i kwah

Bolles BOH lus Nanita nuh NEE tuh
Boedecker BED i k’r Narraguinnep nair uh gwin NE P
Boettcher BET cher Nee-Noshe nee NOH shuh
Brainard BRAY nerd Nee Sopah nee soh PAH

Nee-Granda nee GRAHN dah
Chasm KAZ’m Nee Skah nee SKAH
Curecanti koo ri KAN tee

Otanawanda oh tahn uh WAHN
Huerfano WAIR fuh noh duh

Ignacio ig NASH i oh 
(or ig NAH si oh)

Sanchez SAN chez

Los Lagos lahs LAY gohs Vallecito vigh uh SEE toh



11Mountain Passes
Berthoud BER thud Molas Lake

Monarch
MOH lus

Cameron KAM er uhn
Cochetopa kohch i TOH puh Poncha PAHN chah
Cumbres KUHM brus

Rabbit Ears
Fall River Raton ruh TOHN
Fremont free MAHNT Red Mountain

Hoosier Slumgullion
Spring Creek

slum GUHL yun

Independence
Tennessee

Kebler Trail Ridge
Kenosha ken OH shuh Trout Creek

La Veta lah VEE tuh Vail
Lizard Head
Loveland Wilkerson
Milner MIL nur Willow Creek

Wolf Creek

Rivers

Alamosa
Animas
Apishapa
Arapahoe
Arkansas

al uh MOH suh 
AN i muhs 
uh PISH uh puh 
uh RAP uh hoh 
AR k’n sah

Cache la Poudre
kash luh POO d’r

Caddoa kuh DOH uh
Carnero kar NAY roh
Cebolla SEE boy yuh
Cimarron SIM uh rohn
Cochetopa KOHCH ih toh puh
Conejos kuh NAY us
Cucharas koo CHAH rus
Culebra koo LAY bruh

Dolores duh LOH res

Florida fluh REE duh
Fraser FRAY z'r

Hermosa her MOH suh
( or air MOH suh)

Huerfano WAIR fuh noh

Kannah KAN uh
Keyser KIGH z’r
Kiser KIGH z’r

La Garita lah gah REE tuh

La Jara lah HAIR uh
La Plata lah PLAT uh
Laramie LAIR uh mee
Le Menga luh MANG uh
Leroux luh ROO
Los Pinos lahs PEE nuhs

Mancos MANG kuhs
Mesa MAY suh

Naturita nat yoo REE tuh
Navajo NAV uh hoh
North Crestone kres TOHN

Piceance PEE ance
Piedra pee AY dr ah
Pinos PEE nuhs
Platte PLAT
Purgatoire per gah TWAHR

(or PICKET WIRE)

Rio Blanco ree oh BLAHN koh
Rio Grande ree oh GRAND

(sometimes ree oh GRAHN day) 
(railroad; RIGH oh GRAND)

Roubideau ROO bi doh

Saguache suh WAHCH
Sangre de Cristo

sang ri day KRIS toh
San Juan san WAHN
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San Miguel
Steuben

Timpas
Tomichi 
Tonahutu 
Trinchera

san mih GIL
STOO b’n

TIM puhs 
toh MEE chee 
tuhn uh HOO too 
trin CHAIR uh

Uncompahgre

Vallejos
Vasquez

Weminuchi

un kum PAHG ray

vah YAY hos
VAS kes

wem ih NOO chee

National Parks

Mesa Verde
/2

may suh VE3R day; 
may suh VER dee;
may suh VERD

Rocky Mountain National Park

National Forests

Arapaho uh RAP uh hoh Roosevelt 
Routt

ROO suh velt
ROWT

Grand Mesa MAY suh
Gunnison GUHN ih sun San Isabel IS uh bel

San Juan WAHN
Manti-La Sal MAHN tee luh SAL

Uncompahgre un kum PAHG ray
Pike PIGHK

White River
Rio Grande ree oh GRAND
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